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Interview - D u g aaudk®

Have you ever been abroad? Have you ever spent a year abroad?

Or two, three, é? We Ed like toc
who are among us. They have experienced something exciting,
something new, they have proved themselvesd returned with a

a lot of information and experiences.

Where were you living when you were in the USA

| lived in Arkansas latsrdadl town. | livedwith an American
family thathadchose me.

Describeyour American family.

My American fatherds cal Isepdort.Sea
Diana, his wife, is unemployedihey have two sond. attended
school with the oldeson His name is Shan&he youngebrotheris
Coby.They were reallynice they helped me when | nesthelp and
askedabout myschool.

Why did you decide to gato America?

| wanted to improvemy English and some members of my family
wereat anexchange stay, too. Andy brother was ithe same town

3 or 4 years ago.

How much did you pay for it?

I donoét |lpadavot of inangy The £hool fees were too
high, but you could get a scholarshigy American familyd i d n 6 t
give me money because thegren trich and | had to pay for a lot of
things.

Are there any differences between American schools and ours?

The life there is easieTeachers are friendly, theare n 6t s o st |
d on 0 trespeete d

There are only &s and if you do your homewoyku are onef the

best students. You carhange subjects if you want, but only at high
school.

And what about students? Do they know where Slovakies ?

Yes, someof them know itJ | showed them where
talktot hem about Sl ovakia because i
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What did you eat there? They usually eat pizza for breakfast.
Did you eat it, too ?

No, | never atepizza for breakfasthere At first | ate cereals with
milk. But then Istarted eatindoreakfastat schooland late some
cookies and honey cakes with juiokt lunch they cook pizza or
pasta at schooBut dinner isthe main mealof the day for them and
sometimes we went @restarant.

What did you do in your free time?Did you go to aparty?

No, no parties] | d iwdm tie have any problems because they
would havesert me home.

| played bowling or Went to the town with my friends. We weae
really goodgroup

Did you celebrake any holidays?

Yes, we celebrated Halloween, Easléranksgiving or Christmas.

On 24 Decembewe went to McDonald, but we gpresenton 25
December in the morningCoby believed in Santa Claus which
di dnEt s wr\Wer delsbeatedmbirthdays, todVhen we
celebrated my birthday, Diamaademe a cakeand we went to a
Mexican restaurant. | miss Mexican food so much.

What about the Easter?

It was different than in our countrifthe mrents hid eggs in every
room and in the garden and we had to lfwkthem.

Did you look for them as well?

No. |l Em not t hat young to be ir
other hand, Coby, the younger brother that | lived with was really
enjoying this event.

And what about prices in America?

Petrol and electronicare too cheap. Other things are the same like in
Slovakia. But doct@and medicines are too expensive.

Are you in touch with them?

We are in a poor contadiyt sometimes we write to each other I 6 d
like to meet them again.

Do you want to come back to Amarica?

Of course, when | waleaving | cried. It was really nice year and

I 6d Ii ke to return t oindthekeansas ¢







My life in England

I was born on January 30, 1994.
think that daywas theluckiest for my
parents. Like every child | started to go
to nursery. It was fine, lots of children
playing with each other. When | was at
the age of 7 | guess, | started to go to
elementary schooin our village. There
where tree classes in one room. Yo

think itdéds impossib it [
just the same room | was going to every

morning,the same children anthe same

teacher for every I W

there were just three classes, so when |

finished my third class, | had to go to

another schal which was inthe town.

The first day in my new class was very

difficult. A new school, new teachers, ==

new pupilsé it was a big deal for

But as the time went, it seemed thawésquite cool. | knew lot of pupils,

their friends, friends their friemdé ever yt hing was f i ne
Until my mum said one day that she weohto go to Great Britain

with her friend for work. My dad

agreed.One yearlater when my mum and her friend had a small house

/with other two wome/ my dad offered her if we just could visit her for

t wo weeks. I mi ssed my mumé | real

mum said yes. We came to Chester one week before New Year. Chester is

a small town near to Manchester. .. Ehm... | must admit tiodlly fell in

love with England. At first when we came aitthe airport it was so warm

there, not like in Slovakia, so freezing cold, snow everywhere. The second

thing was people there. Friendly, talkative and so helpful. You kaoee

we got lostwithmyd a d , a man drove us to my

believe that? It was about 20km |

word, you believe or not he actually drove us to the right plawe. weeks

later things changed. My dad decided to come to Emplagain and stay

here with my mum because her friend decided to go back home because she

was missindher son so bdg. So mydad left. | stayed in Slovakia with my

grannies.My parents | i ked it there and deci d
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happy so | offeredthem a deal. Thegould stay there for how long they
liked, but Ilwanedt o go there too. My mum wa
she agreed. When thégpd founda schoofor me,l came to England.

In that time they hdimoved to Reading. It wastown two hours

from London. [ didnét | i ke Reading
day D shald come | was afraid of how it waming to be. | missed my
first day at school. It wasndét a g

day when | shoulthavestared We were irahurry first day, so we decided

to go by busOn first day | learned which bus is for which road. | had the
pink ones. When | came to school we had to gothe reception.
Receptioné at s ¢ h o oThe receptiaiseintrgducedo o |
me to the headmaster and my tutofrhe utor took me to my class. The
school was like a big labyrinth for me. Every Wednesday we had a mass.
The rame of the school | went wasBlessed Hugh Farringdon Catholic

School. We had to wear uniforms at schgo | di dnot Il i ke
otherhandi t was fine, because | di dnot
cl ot hes | could wear for school . Wi

get that at first but at school therasa girl named Sandra. She wiasm
Slovakia as well. | was so lucky that | had a girlfriend from my country.
Sandra explained me everything,
even if 1 had a problem she
helped me. Thislasted for 2
weeks but then | had to do it by |
myself. It was so hard athe |
beginning. | think Engsh :
student s di dnot
much. Well, some of them were
so friendly but some of them
werenot .

| hate words like: Oh,
you have beertio England so you
have to speak perfect English!
No |I dono6t! N o
work behind I had to go thugh
For first two months | kept my
pocket dictionary with me all the
time! There were 5 or 6 girls that
|l ooked after me.
that they help me when Sandra




couldnét. The girl s wer e afRhibppines | |
Africa, Englandand so on. After few months | liked it there. There was a
dancecoursel we nt t oremerabehow | gotaheré.tlit took one
week and after that course we had a final dance show for our parents at our
school. My favarrite subject was design becawse had a nice teacher and

we still worked on something interesting. Most of the subjects were the
same as in Slovakia, except drama. At school we ehd@y room with

music turned on and with lots of pillowse could rest at lunch tinthere

| started shool at half pas8 but we had a registration half an hour. |
finished at 3 o06clock every day an
time | had spent there, it was lika normal thing for me that | speak
English, go toan English schoolThe pupils hal changed the way to me.
They were nice and | just felt much better there. | thouglatdgoing to be

there at least 4 years untilhkd finished high school. But as long | was
there | missed my home. | wanted to go back home, to my Slovak school
and youknow... | missed hanging out with my friends. | was told that

people in England donét visit each
yet. My mum tried to keep me there farfew more moths but | just
disagreed. In 2 years time | came back to Slovakal thirkt hat it w

agood thing for me. When | was at the age of 12 | left Slovakia and when |
was 14 | came back.

The most things | ever liked about England were the sales. It was
awesome! When you camedshop with just 20 pounds and went atith
at least two full bagsA few monthdater my parents came backrom the
day | came back | missed England so lpad keep in touch with my

English friends and we stil!]l hope
that I have been té&ngland.
It has givenrme many things ,

as language, friends, angss
knowledge about another
country. J



MY LIFE IN THE USA

Hi, my name is Marica Harmanova and | was born on July
24, 1994 in Perth Amboy in USA. | grew up and lived most of my
life in Marlboro. | am ¥ years old now and | spent about 12 years
there.

When | was smalll had a babysitter that took care of me for
about 4 years. She also took care of one boy that was the same age as
| was. His name was Eddie. Basically we grew up together. His
parents ar@lso from Slovakia so every time they come here to visit
we always meet up.

First school | ever went to was ihe USA. Schools there are
different than here. You change school every 4 or so years. First
school XOU go to is elementary school. Gradesetla@e preschool
and 15" grade. After & grade you change school and you go to
middle school. Grades there are froffit6 8" grade. After middle
you change school again and you go to high school. High school is
till 12™ grade. After high school you eahoose if you want to go to
college or not.

My first years in school were in USA. | went there to
preschool and first grade. After that we moved to Slovakia for about
3 years. So basically finished elementary school here. When we
c ame her eeakanydSlovksd evergtipng was very difficult
for me. I di dndt u raspecraletiuaation plann y t
at school, but slowly | caught up and learned the language. |
remember | always used to correct my English teacher and | was
alwaysteng her that her English i sr
of good friends here.

Then we finally went back. | was very excited. Right away |
went to Carl Sandburgviddle School. Some subjects there are
different than here. We had cooking, sawing, gym edanryand we
also had a class where we made our own stamps with our names and
also we made a licence pdor a car and we could desigrinow we
wanted. At cooking we learned how to make pizza , apple pie and all
kinds of food and everything we made weaullcbeat. We also had
music. At music every one of us got a drum set and we learned to
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play all kinds of songs on it. Teachers there have a different attitude
to the kids. They talk to them like to their friends. At lunch we used

to sit with them behind ont@able and we could talk about anything. If

you did any kind of sport they support you in it and they come to
your game to watch you playatand
school. Not like here that at the beginning of the class you come to
the teachet 0o excuse yourself that yol
were at the tournament and they
not saying that all of them but some.

My best memory from middle school is when our school
basketball team had a game against #st team fronanothertown.

It was a huge deal. We played at a gym where about 2000 people
could fit in and that night at the game the gym was full. Almost the
whole gym was filled with our p
school. They were all dressedd had their faces coloured with the
school colours which were purple and black. It was a very equal
game and it was 11 seconds before the end of the game and we were
losing 62:63. That was when one of my playmates passed me the
bal | . At hawrnf$dhould passiit @rrsidobt, but everyone
was yelling shoot that ball so | did and | scored. We won the game
64:63. It was the best feeling ever. Everyone was cheering my name
and the coach was very proud of me. And in middle school the best
athletesget a jacket with the school logo and their name and jersey
number on the back and only th® graders got them. And after that
game the principle decided to give me one too. So it was pretty cool
because only thé"8yraders and | got one.

In free timeteenagers there do not go to bars or nights clubs
because they are not allowed until they are 21. So they go to the
cinema, play bowling, go to the mall and also they can go the
Ateenager Mmibghta mloubmad. cl ub but
alcoholthe e, 1t 6s open only until mi
youdre agzed frSam tltbat 6s wher e al
on Friday nights.

After my middle school we moved again and we came back
to Slovakia. | went to '® grade. Everything was eat because |
already had friends here. Someh
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school 0 heriplL. St@ $treetavery sshool school and

a lot of great teachers. | made | lot of very good friends here. | play
basketball for Ml , for a very good Kt&am and | was on the Slovak
national team but | had to leave from it because of my knee. So
basically everything is pretty good here, but one thing | know for
sure is that whenHavefinishedthis gymnasiuml 6 m | eavi ng
the USA for collage.
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One Day by David Nicholls

The story is about love and friendship. Dexter and Emma
spend the night together after their graduation at Edinburgh
university on 15 July in 1988. But they just become friends and for
other years thelgeep in contact. They meet on 15 July every year for
20 years. Emma becomes a waitress at a horrible restaurant, but
Dexter becomes a successful TV presenter.

Later, Emma fulfills her dreams, at first as a teacher and then
as a successful writer. Howevéd,e x & earedr collapse During
other years Emma has a relationship with a comedian called lan and
Dexter gets married to the TV presenter Sylvie and they have a
daughter together. After few years he divorces and Emma breaks up
with her boyfriend lan. \WWen Dexter divorces, he decides to go to
Paris. He wants to visit Emma. She is writhrey second book there.
When they met in Paris, they hae to decideif their relationshigs
aright choice after all years
and complications.

This book makes you
smie, but it sometimes
makes you cry, too.
| recommend that book, but
in English version, of course.
I f you dongadu I
can watch the film

Y'f"
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Excursion Oswiencim- Krakov

In Octoberstudents from our schotok part inan excursion
to Oswiencim and Krakov in Poland. We were prepared to feel cold
weat her and were Ok with it, but
cold. Another thing that surprised us was that we spent 6 long and
tiring hours(with some breakgn the bus. Everyone wibut the
exception was r eal | ycoudhapmerit the n d
end of thejourney Seeing the view of town of Wadowice changed
everything. Everyone sobered and started to enjoy the things that the
new country brought. Everyone was excitede Thost excited were
girls, of course(because of the shops). The Poles showed us their
typical product s, sweets <called
caramel. You can buy them witHat of flavours. The most favourite
are classic caramel, with seed asw on. The people that live in
Wadowice still think about Jan Pavol Il. (the previous pope that died
afew years ago).

Then weset off forthe place we were worried abouthe
Concentration Camp. If yot a v evisited thatp | ac e, y ou
understand Wat seeing it means. It leavasstrange feeling in yar
mind. The German kept Jewistomen and children here. Our hard
feeling was |lightly I|ifted just
were walking down the paths. The place where we were staying was
int eresting as well. 1t wasnEt ||
you want to have fun. Everyone was looking forward seeing Krakov.
We | oved it beadifelcity nesaetheiriveE\dsla.aYou
could feel its history everywhere. We visited the tilace where all
Polish kings lived Wawel, but aso the place you can find anywhere
called McDonald. The hardest time was when we had to leave. Some
of us wanted to leave, but the others colld find the ¢
leave this beautiful city. But we dao leave, however the things we
saw will have the special place in our hearts.
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